Rwanda is experiencing a steady increase in vehicle ownership, with over 360,000
cars registered across the country as of 2024, according to the latest statistics from
the Rwanda Revenue Authority (RRA). This growth is attributed to an influx of over
30,000 new vehicles each year, including a notable rise in modern cars such as
SUVs, which are well-suited for both urban roads and rugged terrains.

The 2024 annual report from RRA shows that by the end of 2023, the number of
registered vehicles had surged to 330,166, up from 297,987 at the close of 2022.
This marks a clear growth trend, with more than 30,000 new cars entering the
country in 2024 alone.

As more Rwandans become vehicle owners, the urban landscape, particularly in
Kigali, is experiencing the effects of this increased mobility. During peak hours, the
city’s streets are often crowded with cars, leading to traffic jams and congestion.
However, this surge in car ownership reflects the nation’s economic progress and
improving living standards.

The rise in private vehicles not only highlights the growth of individual wealth but
also signals the country’s overall economic development. Rwanda’s expanding
middle class is increasingly able to invest in personal transportation, which further
supports the nation’s rise on the global stage.

With this rapid growth comes its own set of challenges.

Authorities are keenly aware of the need to expand and modernize the country’s
road infrastructure to accommodate the rising number of vehicles. Efforts are
underway to reduce traffic congestion by building new roads that are equipped to
handle modern vehicles, while also implementing environmentally sustainable
practices to reduce air pollution.

In line with this expansion, the RRA notes that each batch of newly issued number
plates typically represents about 25,000 newly registered vehicles. For example,
from the plate series starting at RAAOO1A to RAH-V, Rwanda now boasts over
360,000 registered vehicles.

The process of issuing number plates has become more efficient over time. Unlike a
decade ago, when it could take up to four years to complete a new batch, today,
the system processes a series annually.



However, there are still factors that prevent the total number of registered vehicles
from being entirely accurate. Some cars are registered but remain inactive, while
others, particularly those imported from neighboring countries like Tanzania,
Uganda, Kenya, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and South Sudan, are registered
temporarily but may remain in Rwanda for extended periods.

Despite these complexities, the RRA reports that vehicle ownership in Rwanda is
growing at an impressive rate of 12% annually. This trend offers hope that, in the
coming years, even more Rwandans will be able to own cars, further contributing to
the country’s development and transforming its urban mobility landscape.



