The President of Rwanda’s Supreme Court, Domitilla Mukantaganzwa, on Friday
swore in 53 newly appointed judicial officers, calling on them to uphold the rule of
law and act with integrity in their service to the country.

The swearing-in ceremony, held on July 11, followed the officials’ approval by the
High Council of the Judiciary during its session on June 27.

In her address, Mukantaganzwa reminded the appointees that their decisions must
reflect the law and not personal interpretations. She stressed that justice must be
delivered on behalf of the court and the Rwandan people.

“When you pass judgment, you do so in the name of the people and of the
court—not as an individual,” Mukantaganzwa said. “Let the law speak for itself. If
you are uncertain, seek advice from your colleagues rather than making a
misguided decision.”

She cautioned against corruption in all forms, including bribery and favoritism, and
encouraged judges to recuse themselves from cases where impartiality might be
compromised.

“The oath you take is not just a formality. It’'s a commitment to serve the nation
with honesty,” she said. “You must avoid any behavior that could undermine public
trust in the judiciary.”

Mukantaganzwa reaffirmed the judiciary’s zero-tolerance stance on corruption,
noting that judicial officers found guilty face not only dismissal but also prosecution.

“This is a battle we are committed to,” she said. “And you’ve pledged to be part of
it.”

She urged the new staff to work with professionalism, uphold ethical standards, and
not hesitate to seek clarification when in doubt, saying the goal is to strengthen
confidence in the judicial system.

“You chose this career, and your country expects you to serve it well,” she added.



