
KIGALI:  A string of deadly storms pummelled Madagascar, Malawi and Mozambique
with more intense rainfall because of climate change, new research disclosed on
Monday.

The analysis was carried out by the World Weather Attribution (WWA) network of
scientists, which has pioneered ways to speedily link extreme weather events to
climate change.

They said that it was climate change that had made the heavy rains brought by the
back-to-back storms both heavier and more likely.

After Tropical Storm Ana smashed into the region in January, Tropical Cyclone
Batsirai hit Madagascar in early February, followed in quick succession by Tropical
Storm Dumako and Tropical Cyclones Emnati and Gombe.

WWA scientists used weather observations and computer simulations to compare
rainfall patterns under today’s climate to that of the pre-industrial area, before
global warming.

They focused on two of the wettest periods — during storm Ana in Malawi and
Mozambique and during cyclone Batsirai in Madagascar.

“In both cases, the results show that rainfall associated with the storms was made
more intense by climate change and that episodes of extreme rainfall such as these
have become more frequent,” WWA said in a report of their findings.

That tallies with overall climate research showing that global warming can increase
the frequency and intensity of rainfall.

Meanwhile, scientists were not able to determine exactly how much climate change
influenced the extreme events because of a shortage of high quality historical
rainfall records for the region.

This is a particular concern in poorer nations, which are also especially vulnerable to
the impacts of climate change.

“Strengthening scientific resources in Africa and other parts of the global South is
key to help us better understand extreme weather events fueled by climate change,
to prepare vulnerable people and infrastructure to better cope with them,” said
Izidine Pinto, of the University of Cape Town and the Red Cross Red Crescent



Climate Centre.

In Madagascar and Malawi there were no weather stations with suitable data.

Madagascar, one of the poorest countries in the world, has also been ravaged by
drought in its southern region, leading to malnutrition and pockets of famine. (End)


