Rwanda has experienced a notable growth in sports over the past 30 years. Before,
the country had a budding interest in various sports, such as football, basketball,
athletics, cycling, and volleyball. However, the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi had
a devastating impact, resulting in significant loss of life among athletes, coaches,
referees, and sports officials. It also led to widespread infrastructure destruction,
causing a decline in sports participation and leaving the future of Rwandan sports
uncertain.

Despite these challenges, the country has shown a remarkable revival in sports
development since then. The government has taken various steps, including
focusing on infrastructure development, policy reform, sports tourism, and talent
cultivation to support the resurgence of sports.

The government’s dedication to fostering a vibrant sporting culture is evident in its
investments in world-class facilities nationwide. This includes the multi-purpose BK
Arena, a cutting-edge indoor complex, and the Kigali Golf Resort, featuring an 18-
hole championship course, and revamping football stadiums.
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The crown jewel of Rwandan sports infrastructure is the newly refurbished Amahoro
Stadium. This 45,000-seater marvel features a hybrid grass playing surface, VIP
lounges, media facilities, dedicated training spaces, and medical rooms. Equipped
with Video Assistant Referee (VAR) technology, the stadium is poised to host major
sporting events.

Furthermore, several new stadiums have been built, such as Huye Stadium, Pele
Stadium in Nyamirambo and stadiums in Rubavu, Bugesera, Nyagatare, and
Ngoma, making athletics more accessible to local communities.

Another impressive addition to the Rwandan sporting landscape is the Gahanga
Cricket Stadium. This facility serves as the national volleyball team’s home court. It
regularly hosts international cricket competitions, like the recent Kwibuka T20
Women'’s Tournament. Additionally, the stadium plays a vital role in talent
development through various programs designed to identify and nurture promising
young volleyball players.
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Beyond infrastructure development, Rwanda has made significant strides in



achieving its national sports objectives through a well-defined national sports
development policy. Formulated in collaboration with key partners like sports
bodies, the private sector, and NGOs, this policy establishes a clear road map for
fostering a vibrant sporting culture. This culture demonstrably contributes to
improved individual health, promotes gender equity in sports participation,
enhances social cohesion, and generates economic benefits for athletes and the
nation.

Integrating Sports into Education

Integrating sports into the curriculum of schools and army/police training
institutions prioritizes the early identification and nurturing of young talent. This
proactive approach creates a strong pipeline of potential athletes ready to excel.

Rwanda isn’t just building sports facilities but also working with famous sports clubs
like Arsenal, PSG, and Bayern Munich. These aren’t just regular sponsorships;
they’re helping Rwandan athletes and coaches improve. With this training, athletes
will have a better chance of becoming more professional.

In Rwanda, Arsenal has run coaching clinics for players, coaches, and women’s
teams. These clinics focus on sharing Arsenal’s coaching philosophy and expertise.

The PSG Academy Rwanda officially opened its doors in November 2021 after facing
some delays due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The academy in Huye District,
Southern Province, provides football development opportunities for young Rwandan
players aged 6-14. In addition, it offers a free program with top-class facilities and
coaches trained by PSG. The academy results from a three-year sponsorship deal
between Rwanda and PSG.

Critics have raised concerns about “sportswashing,” suggesting these partnerships
are primarily a public relations strategy for Rwanda. Allegations the Rwandan
government has vehemently denied.

Former Rwandan footballer and current coach Jean Baptista Kayiranga welcomes
the establishment of international youth academies like the PSG Academy. He views
them as a positive development for Rwandan football, believing they will nurture
the sport from the grassroots level. These academies share valuable expertise with
local coaches and the national football federation, FERWAFA.



Kayiranga acknowledges Rwandan sports’ significant progress in the past 30 years.
He highlights the improved facilities and partnerships with prestigious clubs like
Arsenal and PSG as testaments to this growth. However, he emphasizes that the
journey continues, as there’s still much to be achieved in developing Rwandan
football.
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Rwanda’s dedication to sports development goes beyond infrastructure and
fostering talent - it’s about cultivating success stories that inspire future
generations. Hermas Cliff Muvunyi, a 400m and 800m specialist, is a shining
example. Muvunyi’s gold medal in the 400m T46 category and silver medal in the
800m T46 at the 2012 Paralympic Games in London showcased his talent and
unwavering determination.

Another shining example is Rwandan referee Salima Mukansanga. In 2021, she
shattered a glass ceiling by becoming the first woman to officiate a match at the
Africa Cup of Nations. Her groundbreaking achievement didn’t stop there.
Mukansanga further broke barriers on the world stage, refereeing games at the FIFA
World Cup. A true trailblazer, she inspires a new generation of women in sports.

The country’s National Sitting Volleyball team showed the world their hard work and
talent by qualifying for the 2012 Paralympic Games! This is an excellent sign in
sports for people with disabilities in Rwanda.

Aloys Kanamugire, a coach and legendary football player, says in 2011, Rwanda
under-17 football team participated in World Cup in Mexicoa for the first time in
history! While they didn’'t advance past group stage, it was a remarkable
achievement for the young Rwandan team.

The East African nation is also looking to boost its revenues from sports tourism.
This development aligns with Rwanda’s efforts to become a regional hub for sports.
Sports activities such as triathlon have attracted participants to competitions like
the Ironman.

The country also boasts two significant sporting events: the Tour of Rwanda, a
super-challenging bike race that occurs every year, and the Kigali Marathon Race.
These races attract famous cyclists and athletes from around the world.
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While Rwanda’s dedication to sports development is commendable, there are still
hurdles to overcome before it can become a sporting powerhouse.

Veteran sports journalist Romalia Gakuba Abdul Label highlights that the
government’s role in transforming the sports industry has been undeniable.
However, other factors have also played a significant part.

Sports have served as a powerful unifying force for Rwandans. Following the 1994
genocide, competitions resumed. People began returning to stadiums, finding
solace and community in shared experiences. CECAFA’s 1999 championship
enabled families to reunite with athletes who survived. This event, for instance,
became a powerful symbol of unity. Rwandans united behind their team,
transcending ethnic divisions to celebrate a shared triumph.

Gakuba acknowledges Rwanda’s achievements in hosting international tournaments
and building impressive facilities like Amahoro Stadium and Kigali Arena. Credit
should be given to President Paul Kagame. However, he emphasizes that significant
hurdles remain in becoming a recognized sporting nation.

The lack of funding and resources remains a persistent challenge for sports clubs
and athletes. Securing enough money for equipment, travel, and competition fees
can be a significant hurdle, especially in football,” he adds.



